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Not, however, that Adrian VI took the Protestant side by
any means. He was both learned enough and wise enough to
see the error of both sides; and he met the fate of all who
are able to do this, and are honest enough to let both know
it. To the Diet of the Empire, then assembled to discuss
the subject, he addressed a most powerful protest against
the doctrines of Luther, while in the same document ac-
knowledging candidly, and in the most positive terms, the
corruptions of which Luther and his followers accused the
Church of Rome, and showing that he was determined to
eradicate them. Adrian VI presented the almost unique in-
stance in that age of a man of the humblest birth who had
risen in the Church solely through the great respect enter-
tained for his profound theological learning; 2 and this justly-
deserved reputation, joined to his candid acknowledgment
of the corruptions of the Church, with the stringent meas-
ures he was taking to extirpate them, made his protest against
the new doctrines, and his demonstration of the ignorance on
which they were to a large extent based, far more forcible
than that which any other Pope of that time could have
made. Whereas others maintained such doctrinal points by
appeals to this or that precedent, Adrian did so out of his
own knowledge as a theologian. Thus the gentle and humble
Adrian condemned Luther's opinions much more sharply than
Leo X had ever done; while he also passed severe censures
upon the princes of Germany for allowing them to spread
owing to thcii own ignorance and their attaching greater
impoi lance to political contests than lo religion.

Truly many centuries had passed away since any head
of the Roman Church had spoken in this fashion, or been
animated by sentiments like these. But in that corrupt age
a Pope of this type was obnoxious to all parties. He was
obnoxious to the followers of Luther for disagreeing with
their doctrines, to the princes of Germany, who, as he rightly
said, only paid heed to the matter so far as they could make
use of it for a political purpose; to the cardinals, who bit-